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SUMMARY

Almost six hundred pages of this richly illustrated edition pro-
vide  a  unique  chance  to  penetrate  into  mysterious  world  of  NINA
MATVIYENKO, the symbol of Ukrainian folk song. This volume also
offers  much  deeper  insights  not  only  into  visual  but  the  oral  and
intangible cultural heritage of Ukrainians.

The fragments of private letters and diaries, bright essays and
tour notes, admirers’ responses etc., which present many-sided tal-
ents of Nina Matviyenko, reveal her joy and grief, sacred dreams and
feelings concerning native land and its people, culture and historic
fate of Ukraine.

Through Nina’s  eyes  the readers  may try to  peep in  behind the
scenes of artistic Parnassus to feel the atmosphere and environment
that  formed not  only the bright  voice  but  also the consciousness  of
this prominent singer nationally named as the ‘Ukrainian nightin-
gale’.

The second part of this edition contains 251a songs (folk and mod-
ern) with notes from the singer’s repertoire.

The book is lavishly illustrated by photographs from the private
archive  of  the  Matviyenko-Honchars  family  and  by  the  reproduc-
tions of folk art masterpieces from the collection of Ivan Honchar
(presently – collection of the Ukrainian Centre for Traditional Cul-
ture «Ivan Honchar Museum») – the outstanding Ukrainian artist
and man of culture, Nina’s father-in-law.

It  is  hoped that  the book will  be  appreciated by a  wide readers
audience in Ukraine and abroad as Nina Matviyenko’s phenomenon
charms hearts of all connoisseurs of Ukrainian culture.
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NINA MATVIYENKO

Nina Matviyenko – a prominent Ukrainian actress, folk and chamber singer was born in October 10, 1947 in the village
of Nedilyshche, Zhytomyr Region. From the age of 11 years she studied at different boarding schools for orphans and chil-
dren from large families (as there were eleven children in the Matviyenkos family).

In 1966 Nina entered the Vocal Studio of the Hryhoriy Veryovka State Academic Ukrainian Choir being its soloist until
1991. She graduated from the Taras Schevchenko Kyiv State University, Department of Philology in 1975.

From 1968 she is a soloist of the vocal trio «Zoloti Klyuchi» (Golden Keys) and from 1991 – a soloist of the Chamber
Orchestra «Kyivs’ka Kamerata».

N. Matviyenko is a Member of the Cinematography Union of Ukraine since 1989. Presently she is a lecturing professor of
the National University of Culture and Arts. She is a member of a number of musical contest juries and the President of
Ukrainian Commission for the International Council of Organizations of Folklore Festivals and Folk Art (CIOFF).

The singer’s repertoire consists of ritual, everyday life and lyrical Ukrainian folk songs as well as of the songs by modern
Ukrainian composers Ye.Stankovych, O.Kyva, I.Poklad, I.Kyrylina, V.Shumeyko, M.Skoryk, O.Bilash, V.Smohytel’ and oth-
ers. She was also singing with various ensembles and groups like «Mriya», «Berezen’», «Kobza», L’viv choir «Dudaryk», choir
«Khreschatyk», Academic choir «Dumka», Kuban’ Cossacks’ choir, Revuts’kyi State choir and others.

Nina Matviyenko performed in a number of TV-performances («Marusya Churay», «Kateryna Bilokur», «The Four Fords’
Overflow» and others), telefilms («Clarinets of Tender», «Fly of the Arrow» and others), radio-performances («Match-Mak-
ing in Honcharivka», «Svyatoslav the Prince», «The Forest Song» and others), feature films («The Straw Bells», «Golden Mar-
riage», «The Charter is Lost», «The Accused Marriage»). She also scored for sound many films, TV- and radio programs. Sev-
eral documentary films were shoot about Nina Matviyenko («Such a Tree in the Field», «The Marriage of Svichka», «Lulla-
by» and others).

In 1995 Nina Matviyenko participated in 16 performances of the American theatre «La Mama E.T.C.» in New York (USA).
Together with the Japanese dancer Tadashi Endo she has created a musical performance «Under the Sun» (1997).

Since 1967 she visited on tour different countries of the world: Mexico, Canada, USA, Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland,
Finland, Korea, France, Latin America.

Nina Matviyenko recorded Ukrainian folk songs on several plates (1973, 1976, 1987), audiocassettes (1988, 1989, 1997) and
compact discs (1997, 1998). In 1987 a collection of the singer’s songs was published by the Musical Ukraine Publishers.

Nina has published some of her essays in several national magazines.
Nina Matviyenko is a prize-winner of: «Young Voices» Contest (Ukraine, 1978), World Radio-Contest of Folk Songs in

Bratislava (Czechoslovakia, 1979), All-Union TV-Contest «Living with a Song» (Moscow, 1979), 11th World Festival of
Youth and Students (Moscow, 1985) and others.

In 1991 the actress got the title of the Woman of Ukraine. She is a prize-winner of the highest national award –
Shevchenko State Award of Ukraine (1988) and the Volodymyr Vernads’kyi Prize (2000). Nina Matviyenko is awarded by the
International Prize of M.Kasyan Fund – Order of St.Nicholas the Miracle-Maker, the State award – Order of St.Olga (1997)
and the Order of St.Stanislav (2002).
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